WHAT

BEGAN AS A
OMALL STORY
EXPOSING OUR
WORLD S LARGEST WAR

HAS BECOME A CAMPAIGN
-OR PEACE IN CONGO.

WEAR YOUR PROTEST AND

S AW

STLEBLOWER
~OR PEACE.

FALLING WHISTLES




Falling Whistles began as a small story exposing our world’s largest war.

Alittle morethanayear agotwo Americanstraveledintothe
Democratic Republic of Congo on what was meant to be a
short learning expedition. By the week’s end, they had dis-
covered an illegal prison holding escaped child soldiers.
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There they heard of the whistleblowers;
boys too small to carry a gun,
sent to the frontlines of war, armed with only a whistle.



That night Sean Carasso
wrote in his journal,

“With Falling Whistles,
their only choice is to
feign death or face it.”
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With no other outlet, he sent the story of the whistleblowers to a small
circle of family and friends, thousands of miles away. They began to
forward the journal with the same urgency in which it was written. As
the forwards continued, so did the questions of concerned readers.
Searching for answers he spoke with Congolese government officials,
rebel fighters, warlords, aid workers, and journalists, eventually gain-
ing access to an International Peace Conference.
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A friend welcomed him home with a fierce embrace and an unusual
gift - a whistle. Hanging just over the heart, everywhere they went
the whistle would cause conversation and provide an opportunity to
speak up for these children.

The Falling Whistles campaign was
launched with a simple plan- make their
weapon your voice and be a whistleblower
for peace in Congo.




A Symbol of Protest

Simply by word
of mouth, Falling
Whistles has sold
over 3,600
whistles and is
continuing its
rapid expansion.

Proceeds go to restoring the lives of war-affected children in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, while U.S. whistleblowers build a
coalition to fight for their freedom.



The
Problem:

The Falling Whistles story reveals two urgent needs:

1. Children displaced 2. Children forced to the
by the war frontlines

Often, traumatized, these children are rejected from their
homes or return to find their communities disbursed and
destroyed. Left with little recourse for action other than
continued violence, their behavior often takes the form of
street gangs or militia groups.



The
Plan:

The Falling Whistles campaign addresses both these needs by:

1. Providing income through 2. Creating a coalition of
whistle sales to support whistleblowers to advocate
war-affected children for peace




Snort Term

Children displaced by the war
have few options for survival and
are often pulled back into the
cycle of war. We have partnered
with Congolese community lead-
ersto rehabilitate these children.
This process develops local lead-
ership and gives these children o O
the tools to survive and thrive on their own through education, art,
sports, music, human rights education, vocational skills training,
medical treatment and nutritional services. Each organization is
working to give children the tools to be whistleblowers and stand
for peace within the war-region.
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Long Term

In order to help the children forced to the
frontlines, the war must end. Without an or-
ganized coalition demanding peace, there is
little incentive for our leaders to act, and for
those benefiting from the war to stop perpe-
trating it. To prevent further abuse of children
and increase regional stability, our goal is to
grow that coalition.

The first step toward that goal is
to change the way we advocate in
the West. Sold from pockets, liv-
ing rooms, garages, concerts, ware-
houses and retail stores, the whistle
provides an opportunity to spread
the word about Congo and speak up
for peace.

WEAR YOUR PROTEST
AND ELEVATE
COMMON
CONVERSATION




The Background:

Since the first Europeans landed in Congo cen-
turies ago, the vast resources have been per-
sistently plundered. With so much wealth to
be gained by countries, multinational corpo-
rations and individuals willing to perpetuate
chaos, this historic problem has grown incre-
mentally more complex over time.

These forces have come together to create our
world’s deadliest war. Since 1996 nearly six
million people have lost their lives as a result
of the conflict - twice the number of kids who
will graduate high school in the United States
this year. A new generation of Congolese youth
are currently being forced to fight in a war that
is not their own.




The War

The war is largely funded by the il-
licit trading of conflict minerals.
These minerals are mined in Con-
go and used to create consumer
electronics like computers, gaming
systems, and cell phones. We find
them in our homes, schools, and
pockets. The lack of the transpar-
ency in the corporate supply chain
has created an environment where
purveyors of chaos profit from the
war. Rather than providing fair jobs
for locals, the profits from tin, tungsten, tantalum, and gold in Congo are often used by
militant groups to re-arm. They forcefully control the mines and profit from the dollars
of corporate buyers who fail to use fair sources for their minerals.




We are raising the profile of this issue and building a coalition of whistleblowers to
demand solutions. With global consequences attached to our actions and purchases,
it is more apparent than ever that our collective liberties are intertwined. By provid-
ing our consumers with the tools to understand and speak up for one another, we will
work alongside our political leaders toward peace in Congo and demand the products
we buy are conflict-free.

We are training a new
generation, both in the West
and in Congo, to assume the
qgualities of a whistleblower
and stand for a more peace-
ful and more free world.
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Could this little whistle end the world’s largest war?

- Every now and again someone experiences something that
3 for a brief moment, causes their world to stop spinning,

T brings everything into focus and then forever changes life as
they know it. Some keep these transformative events
private; others share with friends. And then there are the
unsuspecting crusaders who feel compelled not only to
share their story with the entire world, but also to act on what
they've seen, because quite simply -- it's just not OK not to.
Such is the tale of Falling Whistles founder, Sean Carasso.

About 10 months ago, the 27-year-old from Los Angeles
accompanied his friend Blake Mycoskie of TOMS Shoes on
a light-spirited educational humanitarian trip to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. But like any story worth
hearing, scmething went awry. Carasso came across a
military camp for young boys. Boys, all under age 15, who had been abducted from their homes, beaten, forced to kill. Boys
living in their own excrement and digging ditches for 20 hours a day. And mest horrifying of all, boys who not yet old encugh
to hold guns, who are given whistles and put on the front lines as human shields: the Falling Whistles.
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Falling Whistles: Making a Weapon a Symbol of

Peace
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Ca o, the founder of
Falling Whéstles, first joumeyed 1o
Afnca to help B & on
a TOMS shoe drop. |n late 2007,
ne entered the war tom
Democratic Republic of Congo for
what was supposed to be a “shorl
leaming expedition.” There, he
met five boys being held in a
children’s prison by the
Congolese Ammy. They told him
the story of the whistlebiowers.

According 1o the boys, in the
rebel anmy, when children are too
young to hold guns, they ane
ammed wilh whisties instead.
These tiny whistieblowers are
sent to the front nes and 1old to
maka enough noise 1o distract the
opposition. They die acting &5
lemporary bamicades for rebsl
forces. After hearing this story,
amanged for the refease of the five boys with help from the UN. When he left Africa, Sean vowed to do mone to help others e them,
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